THE   NEW    INTERNATIONAL    EFFORT    257
Slavery has now been definitely declared to be an
institution in which the enslaved are a property, or,
stated in the language of the Convention,
" Slavery is the status or condition of a person over
whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of
ownership are exercised." (Article i.)1
Article i of the Convention also defines slave-
trading as including all acts involved in the capture,
acquisition or disposal of a person with intent to
reduce him to slavery. The Convention covers all
forms of slavery, such as debt slavery, " adoption,"
or acquisition by purchase. I cannot do better than
quote from the speech of Lord Cecil, the Chairman
of the special Committee concerned with drafting
the Convention :
" This (Article) applies not only to domestic slavery
but to all those conditions mentioned by the Temporary
Slavery Commission and to which I referred last year,
i.e. ' debt slavery/ the enslaving of persons disguised
as the adoption of children and the acquisition of girls
by purchase disguised as payment of dowry, etc. Even
if, as is possible, these last practices do not come under
the definition of slavery as it is given in Article i, the
Commission is unanimously of the opinion that they
must be combated. In a more general way, it interprets
Article z as tending to bring about the disappearance
from written legislation or from the customs of the
country of everything which admits the maintenance by
a private individual of rights over another person of the
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